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August 19, 2003

Mr. Philip M. Smithmeyer, Manager
Chicago Airports District Office
Federal Aviation Administration
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL. 60018

Dear Mr. Smithmeyer:

This is in response to your letter of July 18, 2003, inviting the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency (IEPA) to serve as a Cooperating Agency with the Federal Aviation
Administration during the development of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for
the O’Hare Modernization Program. The IEPA continues to be very interested in the present
and future plans for the development and operation of O’Hare airport. We have been actively
involved in the scoping study meetings and development to date of the Draft EIS for the
O’Hare Modemization Program. We appreciate the level of cooperation we have received in
working with your staff on this and previous O’Hare airport related projects. In order to
formally continue this involvement, the IEPA would be willing to serve as a Cooperating
Agency in the development of the Draft EIS for the O’Hare Modernization Program.

Although the effects of the construction and operation of the O’Hare Modernization Program
will involve IEPA staff from the Bureaus of Land and Water, I have requested that the Buréau
of Air coordinate the Agency’s review and response to issues related to the development of the
Draft EIS. Please contact Mike Rogers at (217) 524-4408 with any questions. -

Sincerely,

Renee Cipriano
Director
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